A HISTORY OF POLAND
general Zolkiewski defeated the Muscovites at Kluszyno,
and captured the upstart Czar Vasily Shuisky. Wladislaw,
the sixteen-year-old son of Sigismund, was crowned
Czar; and in the next year the strong border fortress of
Smolensk was taken by the Poles. This they retained
when peace was made at Deulino, Wladislaw in the
meantime having had to leave his throne at Moscow in
some haste.
Sigismund died in 1632, having, through no fault of
his own, failed to establish the power of Poland and
consolidate the kingdom by force of arms. His reign
produced the greatest generals of the day ; among them
Zolkiewski, Chodkiewicz, and Koniecpolski, each of
whom achieved astonishing success with the most
inadequate forces. The miserliness of each successive
Diet prevented the establishment and equipment of any
substantial army, however, even for the defence of
Greater Poland itself. Pay was not forthcoming for
the small armies these leaders were able to muster, and
it became impossible to follow up even the most brilliant
victory, Sigismund was equally unfortunate politically.
His attempt to reform the Constitution rebounded on
himself, and with even greater force upon his successor,
from whom the nobles exacted still further curtailment
of the attributes of the Crown.
The Crown devolved quite naturally upon his son
Wladislaw. There was no long interregnum, no exciting
election, no division of the nobles into two camps. They
were agreed as one man that Wkdislaw was the only
possible king. He was popular, and of an agreeable and
generous disposition; and accordingly they prepared
the pacta conventa for him to sign, expecting they might
exact much from so facile a nature. Their anticipations
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